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Loss of Automobiles 
Would Be Calamitous 

“* * * * We long ago passed in this country 
clean out of the horse and buggy era into the 
automotive vehicle era, and our economy and 
ways of life are so closely linked to and 
interwoven with those rubber-borne, gaso¬ 
line-consuming vehicles that the results will 
be calamitous if we lose their services in any 
large part.” (Address of Joseph B. Eastman, 
Director of the Office of Defense Transpor¬ 
tation, before the Midwest Farm Bureau 
Conference, Madison, Wisconsin, July 21, 
1942) ■ 
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can be made into tires and tubes. If speed is put 
into the enterprise, what with conservation of rub¬ 
ber and salvaging all the scrap rubber that can be 
found, the cause for most of these restrictions will 
have been eliminated. 


The Source of Highway Troubles 

understand, easy to administer; or that they can 
be wholly eliminated in these times of war, no mat¬ 
ter how well supplied the nation might be with 
rubber. But these regulations relative to the baby 
chick industry are samples of the multitudinous 
ones which necessarily originate at Washington un¬ 
der present conditions. In regard to highway trans¬ 
portation, the source of troubles which afflict motor 
vehicle operations is not being sought energetically 
enough. That source largely revolves around the 
securing of synthetic rubber in 1943, not in 1944 

sential war-time need of the United States, every 
essential war-time need of our Allied Nations that 
they cannot supply from their own sources of rub¬ 
ber, and every essential war-time need of civilian 
motor transportation in the United States. 

It does not suffice to say that we do not know all 
there is to know about synthetic rubber. That is 
true. Neither do we know all there is to know about 
natural rubber. The chemists every year, almost 
every month, were discovering new possibilities in 
relation to natural rubber. And, phenomenally, chem¬ 
ists are now discovering that a product which we 
usually call synthetic rubber—although it is. not 
rubber—can be made; and made in quantities suf¬ 
ficient to equip the wheels of the nation so that they, 
along with the wings, the munitions, the general 
war equipment and the raw materials will be more 
adequately prepared to carry their burdens in the 
war enterprise. 


Some Comparisons 

When President Roosevelt months ago said we 
were going to build tanks and airplanes in unprec¬ 
edented numbers it is safe to state that neither 
he nor the manufacturers of these vehicles knew 
just what kinds of tanks and airplanes were going 

the same type of tanks that were turned out six 
months ago. But we did not sit around wringing our 
hands twelve or eighteen months ago because at 
that time we did not know all about the building 
of tanks. The same may be said of airplanes; about 
cargo ships; about battleships which are now going 
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(NOTE: Since this address was delivered the War 
Production Board has increased the synthetic rubber 








America Must Have Rubber 

"America wants rubber. America must 
have rubber. The United Nations must have 
rubber. We must have the rubber quickly. 
We must have the rubber in amounts suffi¬ 
cient for our war needs and sufficient to 
maintain on a reasonably productive basis all 
our essential industries. We have supplies 
from which this rubber can be made. We 
have these supplies in tremendous quantities. 
We have the processes with which these sup¬ 
plies can be translated into rubber. We have 
the engineering and technical skill to put 
these processes into production. What pos¬ 
sible excuse can there be for failure to meet 
this indisputable need?” (Radio address, 
July 20,1942, by Senator Guy M. Gillette (D., 
Iowa).) 
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